
Minutes of Parish Education Committee Meeting – February 11, 2014 
 
 
A. Call to order 

 Meeting Called to Order at 7:29 PM 

 Present: Kevin Rokosh, Caroline Fuchs, Derek Christo, Deborah Harms, Keely Wray, Father 
Anthony, Jason Borkowski, Jennifer Friesen 

 Absent: John Naunheimer 
 

B. Opening Prayer 

 Opening Prayer led by Kevin Rokosh 
 

C. Review of January 14, 2014 Minutes 

 Minutes of January 14, 2014 meeting were approved by email. 
 

D. Discussion Items 
1. Chairperson’s Update: Planning Ahead 

 We are currently working on a few ideas to make it easier for families who have multiple 
children both in Catholic high school and elementary schools.  Some other high schools provide 
a maximum tuition level for families who also have children in their feeder schools.  This 
recognition would not be costly for schools and would be a significant benefit for all families of 
our community.  This should be a policy that benefits everyone; not just a special exemption for 
a few.  

 PEC Elections are coming up.  There are currently two positions open for election and one for 
appointment.  Kevin will send out information about the duties of the returning officer.  We 
would like to have one PEC member volunteer for this role. 

 
2. Principal’s Update 

 PEC Members completed an online evaluation of the principal for the CISVA, which is done at a 
minimum every five years. 

 Information Technology Program:  Currently, information technology is a separate subject for 
students, who travel to the computer lab for instruction.  Mr. Sutton has designed a new 
program to incorporate technology into regular classroom learning, rather than having a 
separate class for ‘computers’.  This would require several mobile computer labs that could be 
moved from classroom to classroom.  Additionally, the school’s computer equipment is in need 
of updating.  Proposed changes are to purchase ‘Chromebooks’… very low-cost, energy-efficient 
computers that store all information on the ‘cloud’ rather than a hard drive.  There will be a 
three-year transition period to move from the current system of a computer ‘class’ to 
computers being more integrated into classroom learning.  Chromebooks would be purchased 
gradually during this time.  This will also free up the space currently used by the computer lab, 
which can be converted into a better learning assistance space. 

 The Parish Development Committee has requested estimates from Exo Modular Buildings for 2- 
and 3-classroom options for expanding our existing infrastructure.   

 Currently, the predicted school size for 2014-2015 is 296 students.  There are about 38 
applications for kindergarten – unfortunately may not be enough to have 2 classes at this time.  
There is a question about how many of these families have also submitted applications for other 



schools.  There were some preliminary ideas discussed that involved re-distribution of the 
classes mostly in the intermediate grades to avoid having a 6/7 split class. 

 In the previous minutes, it was discussed that the per-student grant from the government had 
been increased by $120 per student.  However, this extra amount was required by the 
superintendent to be placed in CCS’s contingency savings fund, where it cannot be accessed for 
this year’s budget.  Next year’s amount will be allowed to be incorporated into the school’s 
budget. 

   
3. Parent Fundraising Group (PFG) Update 

 There are less than three weeks until the auction.  A total of 120 early bird tickets were sold. 

 Silent auction items (other than class crafts) will be in the Columbus room for the entire 
evening.  This will simplify the logistics of running the silent auction, as well as freeing up more 
space inside the gym. 

 Live auction items will be posted in the PFG blog ahead of time. 

 Donations of silent and live auction prizes are still being accepted. 

 Volunteers are still needed, especially during the event itself. 
 

4. Maintenance Update 

 No maintenance update. 
 

5. Family Service Update 

 The updated family service form to be included in the acceptance packages was approved. 

 For a future meeting, Deborah will update the Volunteer Opportunities Guide which is currently 
on the school’s website.  Some volunteer opportunities are out of date, and there are some 
opportunities missing.  

 A paragraph to be included in the parent handbook regarding the family service program was 
also written and approved. 

 

6. Financial Report 

 As of Dec 31, the school’s budget is on track. 

 Planning to prepare a preliminary 2014 – 2015 budget for the next  meeting. 

 An updated tuition scale, likely incorporating a modest tuition increase, will be approved at or 
before the next meeting; in time for it to be included in the acceptance packages. 
 

7. Uniform Update 

 The updated uniform policy form and uniform questionnaire to be included in the acceptance 
packages were approved. 

 Since an off-shore recipient for unsold Unimax items with the CCS logo could not be found 
(unless CCS was to pay expensive overseas shipping charges), Top Marks has agreed to take 
those pieces.  CCS is responsible for cross-Canada shipping (much less expensive than overseas); 
this amount will be deducted from the 5% reimbursement Top Marks gives to the school each 
year.  All pieces without the school logo will be donated locally. 

 The three-year contract with Top Marks beginning in September 2014 was reviewed by PEC 
Members.  Overall, the contract seems straightforward, but there were some minor concerns 
identified (especially concerning inventory levels) that will be addressed with Top Marks before 
the contract is signed. 
 



E.  Parking Lot Safety 

 Traffic flow both before and after school improved greatly after the City of Surrey’s 
recommendations were implemented.  However, it has been some time since reminders have 
been issued, and there have been some violations happening recently: 

o People have been parking in front of the school sign, despite the yellow-painted curb 
that indicates no parking there.  This makes it very challenging to get through the 
roundabout. 

o People have been parking in front of the emergency access gate next to the school.  This 
is a safety concern for the children walking in this area.  It also prevents access by 
emergency vehicles if that was necessary. 

o People sometimes do not pull all the way forward in the drop-off zone before school; 
this makes traffic move more slowly. 

o People park in the yellow-painted area that marks Father Anthony’s driveway.  This 
prevents him from getting in and out of his driveway.  People should not assume that 
because Mass is going on that access will not be needed: it could be another priest 
saying Mass that day. 

o After school, the area along the curb next to the fence is to be parallel parking only.  
Some people have started backing in to this area again, which was identified as a safety 
concern. 

o There have been a few incidents of people driving the wrong way through the parking 
lot. 

 As an initial step, Mr. Borkowski will put some reminders in next month’s newsletter.  This issue 
will be addressed at the AGM, and it was proposed that a copy of the traffic flow pattern be 
provided to families annually. 

 
F. Closing Prayer 

 Led by Caroline Fuchs 
 

G. Meeting Adjourned 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM following the in-camera session 

 Next meeting Tuesday, March 11, 2014 following the 6:30 PM Mass. 


