
Minutes of Parish Education Committee Meeting – August 26, 2014 
 
 
A. Call to order 

 Meeting Called to Order at 7:20 PM 

 Present: Father Anthony, Jason Borkowski, Kevin Rokosh, Caroline Fuchs, Luisa Cenedese, Keely 
Wray, Jennifer Friesen, Derek Christo 

 Absent: Deborah Harms 
 

B. Opening Prayer 

 Opening Prayer led by Caroline Fuchs 
 

C. Review of June 10, 2014 Minutes 

 Minutes of June 10, 2014 meeting were approved by email. 
 

D. Discussion Items 
1. Chairperson’s Update: 

 PEC meetings will be the 2nd Tuesday of the month, except: no meeting in September, meeting 
in October will be rescheduled to October 7 (conflict with mandatory parent meeting), meeting 
in November will be rescheduled to November 18 (due to Remembrance Day holiday). 

 Education Committee Conference will be held October 4 at St. Matthew’s – several PEC 
members will be attending. 

 Correspondence: a parent letter was received in June raising questions about safety and 

cleanliness. In response to this letter, the following actions were taken: 
 Safety: The staff has decided that one teacher will supplement parent supervisors 

both before and after school. Last year, the before- and after-school supervision was 
dependent on parent volunteers. If a volunteer parent was unable to attend due to 
an unforeseen circumstance, they were sometimes unable to find replacements for 
their shift. Also, Luisa will look into contacting property owners whose fences are in 
disrepair, requesting that gaps in the fences be repaired. 

 Cleanliness: The school has hired Sani-Service to surface-sterilize and re-stock the 
school bathrooms on a weekly basis. The cost of the materials they supply is less 
than the previous supplier, and they will also provide other cleaning products for 
use at the school. The situation will be monitored and we will determine if any 
further steps are required. 
 

2. Principal’s Update 

 The current predicted enrollment for 2014-2015 is 300-301 students and 3 international 
students for a total of 303-304 students. 

 Rental of Portable(s): The building committee is currently preparing a feasibility study as 
part of the Archdiocese’s approval process for future expansion to CCS. However, this 
approval process is likely to take longer than expected, meaning that the immediate 
constraints on physical space inside the school are not likely to be resolved in an acceptable 
timeframe. Therefore, a temporary rental of a portable to provide a space for the library 
and a music room is being considered. The benefits of this arrangement would be that there 
would be a proper space for the library and music programs, as well as freeing up space for 



learning assistance in the school. The concerns are that it would use up resources that could 
be spent on developing a more permanent expansion to the school, as well as the fact that a 
single portable does not allow for an increase to the number of students at CCS. Until the 
next meeting, the following will be considered: 

o Do we want to rent a portable? 

o How will the portable be paid for? (Both the parish and school have constraints as to 
how money from certain accounts can be spent) 

o If a portable will be rented, which supplier will be chosen?   
 

3. Parent Fundraising Group (PFG) Update 

 The walkathon will be held on October 10. 

 Entertainment Books have arrived. Pre-sold books will be sent home in the first week of school. 
There will be an assembly in the second week of school to encourage the sale of additional 
Entertainment Books. 

 The auction date has been set for March 7, 2015 (to be finalized after the first PFG meeting). 
Jennifer will ensure that the parish centre is reserved for the event. 

 The PFG requested confirmation regarding the bookkeeping aspects of the PFG budget. The 
$2000 discretionary amount approved at the last PEC meeting needs to be integrated into the 
budget for the overall PFG account. An updated budget will be presented at the next meeting.  
 

4. Maintenance Update 

 Luisa will look into quotes for paving the small area between the drop-off lane and the fence. 
This area requires replacement of gravel each year, which then causes a safety issue for those 
mowing the grass in the field. Paving or putting in a sidewalk would reduce the yearly 
maintenance in this area as well as keep the grass free of gravel. This may be considered if there 
is room in the repairs & maintenance budget (some of which needs to be reserved for 
unexpected expenses) 

 A new workbee coordinator is required (who can be on-site for the monthly workbees). 
 

5. Family Service Update 

 No update.   
 

6. Financial Report 

 Derek updated the Final 2013-2014 Budget, which shows a very slight surplus at this time. 

 In the past few years, the profit from the PFG has been spent on capital costs in the school (eg. 
Technology, music equipment etc.) Since the plan for the PFG profits is now to go towards an 
expansion of the school, the profits accumulated will be tracked from year to year; however, the 
total amount will not be shown on the annual budget, which is prepared from a cash-flow 
perspective, and will only consider the amount earned in the particular year covered in the 
budget. 
 

7. Uniform Update 

 Policy recommendations submitted to the PEC at the end of last school year have been divided 
up and several will be discussed at each of the upcoming PEC meetings to allow sufficient time 
for discussion of each item, while still making decisions in a timely manner. 



 The issue of the skirt lengths has not yet been resolved by Top Marks – the problem is that the 
length increment from one size to the next is not enough. Keely will send the information to 
Caroline, who will contact Top Marks. 

 We will advertise through the school website and family service blog for a used uniform 
coordinator who can facilitate the sale/donation/exchange of used uniforms.   

 A major concern of many families was the lack of changing facilities which means that students 
o Must wear their gym strip under their uniform three days per week (more if they have 

sports practices)… this is unhygienic, uncomfortable, and makes it difficult to fit the 
regular uniform. 

o Often spend significant amounts of classroom time in their PE strip, since it is 
inconvenient and uncomfortable to put their regular uniform back on overtop their gym 
strip after their gym class is finished. 

 Since there is currently no space for students to change in the school, a letter will be drafted to 
Father Anthony requesting that the Parish Centre washrooms be available for students to 
change into and out of their gym strip.   
 

8.  Building Committee Update 

 The Building Committee is currently preparing the feasibility study as part of the approval 
process for expansion of the school. A more detailed update will be presented after the next 
finance council and building committee meetings. 

 
E. Closing Prayer 

 Led by Father Anthony 
 

F. Meeting Adjourned 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:36 PM following the in-camera session 

 Next meeting Tuesday, October 7, following the 6:30PM Mass. 
 


